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New Website
My website is now live and active at  
www.mar kdrey fus .com 

You can keep up to date with the latest community news, 
contact Mark about any concerns or queries you may have, or 
simply say hello. You might also like to add Mark on Facebook 
at http://www.facebook.com/mark.dreyfus 

I have been interviewed by the big guns 
in radio, from Neil Mitchell on 3AW, Jon 
Faine on ABC radio, to Steve Price on 
MTR, but the best interview yet was 

being interviewed by students from Patterson Lakes Primary 
School on their community radio station, at the school fete.

I was faced with a diverse range of questions about my role in the 
Federal Government, to whether my preferred choice of pet was 
dog or cat - no topic was off limits. 

Patterson Lakes Primary School students interview Mark LIVE



I held Seniors’ Morning Teas on 5 October at the Mentone RSL and on 4 November at the  
Edithvale/Chelsea RSL.  The morning teas are a great social get-together and a wonderful opportunity 
for me to meet with constituents in a friendly and relaxed environment, to discuss issues that are 
important to them.  Approximately 150 attended the morning tea at Mentone and 300 people attended 
the morning tea at Chelsea.

Seniors’ Morning Teas around Isaacs

Mordialloc  College  Science CentrePrincipal for a Day 

Recently I opened Mordialloc College’s new 
$2,000,000 Science and Learning Centre which 
was funded through the Federal Government’s 
Building the Education Revolution program.  
Named the “Discovery Centre”, it is a dedicated 
science facility, which is transforming the 
teaching of science at Mordialloc College.  It 
offers a state-of-the-art, open learning 
environment which is conducive to a more 
flexible approach to teaching and learning.

Recently Mentone Primary School Principal, 
Chris Chant, invited me to be Mentone Primary’s 
principal for a day.  This was a very rewarding 
experience and it was great to see the daily tasks a 
principal is req	uired to undertake.

While I am happy being a Federal Member 
of Parliament, one thing I realised from this 
experience is how rewarding teaching can be.

Remembrance Day 
Remembrance Day, also known as Armistice Day, 
is a special day for Australians, marking the end 
of World War I.  On 11 November, I was proud 
to join with residents across Isaacs to pay my 
respects to those who died or suffered in all wars 
and armed conflicts. 

Tom Jones (pictured) placed a rose on behalf 
of  prisoners of war  at Edithvale/Chelsea RSL’s 
service.

Lest we forget.



Seniors’ Morning Teas around Isaacs

Pensions increased

More than 23,900 pensioners in Isaacs have received an increase in their payments to 
help balance the household budget. 

From 20 September, single people receiving the maximum rate of age, disability and 
carer pensions, received an extra $19.50 a fortnight. Pensioner couples combined on the 
maximum rate received an extra $29.60 a fortnight. If you would like my latest version of 
the Pensioners and Seniors Information Kit, please give me a call on 9769 1955.

Trade Training Centre  (TTC)

The new trade training centre will provide students 
from Years 9 - 12 with access to vocational education 
and training, and give schools a broader range of 
options to improve Year 12 retention rates.

We all know that education takes many paths, 
including the traditional trades and new and emerging 
technologies and industries.  This is why Trade 
Training Centres and programs like VCAL are so vital in 
providing the necessary skills for our children’s future 
and for our economy.  Thirteen schools, including 
Carrum Downs Secondary College and Patterson 
River Secondary College, have partnered with the 
Federal Government, Chisholm TAFE and Frankston 
City Council to ensure this exciting initiative comes 
to fruition. The Federal Government has committed 
$2.5 billion over ten years to fund the Trade Training 
Centres in Schools Program.

“The TTC is a fantastic facility that will be well utilised by 
students in Isaacs”   ...   Mark Dreyfus QC MP

A site for the $19 million Federally funded Frankston Trade Training Centre has been secured at Samuel 
Sherlock Reserve, next to Chisholm TAFE.

Hanover - Ride for Home

I joined the Event Ambassador and 2011 Tour De 
France star Simon Gerrans in the 75 km Challenge 
Ride. Around 7,100 cyclists participated in the ride. 
To date approximately $300,000 has been raised  “Thank you to all my sponsors

for helping me raise money 
for this cause.”

On Sunday 13 November I  participated in the Hanover ConnectEast Ride for Home cycling event to raise 
money to Break the Cycle of Homelessness.

for this worthy cause.  Donations will be accepted by 
Hanover up until 12 December 2011.
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How I can help you 

Mark Dreyfus QC MP
Federal Member for Isaacs

I am available to help you and your family with any problems you may encounter dealing with 
Federal Government departments and agencies, such as Medicare, Centrelink, citizenship, 
higher education or aged care. 

Education Tax Refund
Eligible parents will now be able to claim 50% of the cost 
of uniforms, in addition to the existing education expenses 
included in the Education Tax Refund. Eligible parents 
should keep receipts for uniforms purchased from July 
1 of this year so those items can be included in their tax 
refund claim next year. For more information on other 
items that can be claimed, visit www.australia.gov.au/
educationtaxrefund.

National Disability Insurance Scheme
The Government is laying the foundations for a National Disability Insurance Scheme 
(NDIS) which will entitle all Australians to support in the event of significant disability.

�� Australians with significant disability will get the kind of care and support Australians 
expect for them.

�� Australians who acquire a disability or whose child is born with a disability will get 
the helping hand they need.

If you would like more information on the NDIS please contact me on 9769 1955.

Plain Packaging Cigarettes

On Thursday 10 November 2011, the Plain 
Packaging legislation was approved by the 
Senate.  This legislation is a world first and 
sends a clear message that the glamour is 
gone – from 1 December 2012 all tobacco 
products sold in Australia will be in plain 
packaging displaying images showing the 
consequences of smoking. 

In Australia, smoking causes 84% of new 
lung cancers in men and 77% in women.

For help in quitting smoking, consult your 
doctor or call the Quitline on 13 78 48.

Tobacco use is Australia’s single largest cause of premature death and disease, 
killing 15,000 Australians a year and costing our economy $31.5 billion.  

Signing the Plain Packaging Pledge
 on World No Tobacco Day

Example of plain  
packaging of cigarettes


